
  Since the 
1950’s, Margaret 
has sent donations 
to the Priests of 
the Sacred Heart. 
One of Margaret’s 
earliest memories 
of the Sacred 
Heart was while 
attending Mass in 
Vidor, Texas. 

  “There was 
a statue of the 
Sacred Heart … 
one arm was as if 
it was beckoning 
and the other arm 
was placed over 
the heart. When I 
somehow received 

a request from your group for a contribution, I responded and 
that was the beginning of the story that ultimately changed 
my life,” stated Margaret.

 Then, in the 1960’s, she researched becoming a nun. She 
inquired about religious orders for women under the 
patronage of the Sacred Heart. After further correspondence, 
she learned they had just opened a school in Houston, 
Texas, which would be much closer for her to visit.  

 Margaret made her appointment with the Rev. Mother 
and although she never became a nun, Margaret worked 
for the religious of the Sacred Heart operating Duchesne 
Academy in Houston for 11 years. This income allowed her 
to help her relatives and others in need. 

 “I was always grateful to your group for pointing me on 
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The love of the Sacred Heart 
reaches out to those who ask

 On October 15, we celebrated 
the feast day of St. Teresa of Jesus 
(of Avila). Described as intelligent, 
hardheaded, charming and 
deeply spiritual, she was also 
outgoing and courageous. In a 
very real sense, Teresa was much 
like any one of us.

 However, if one thing stands 
out about Teresa, it is that action 
must be nourished by prayer. And 
so, in that spirit of prayer, let us 
strive to offer God our daily 
actions, works and even trials in a 
spirit of love, while thanking God 
for all the gifts given to us.

A message 
from 

Fr. Dominic

Mission Advancement Staff
Pamela Milczarski, Mission Advancement Manager 
Jessica Ramos, Mission Advancement Coordinator

Our legal title is:
Priests of the Sacred Heart
Sacred Heart Monastery
PO Box 367
Hales Corners, WI 53130-0367
1-866-268-0157
Email: pmilczarski@poshusa.org
Website: poshgift.org

Tax ID: 39-0836352

Fr. Rafael, SCJ, from Our Lady Guadalupe in 
Houston visited with Margaret in her home.

Continued on page 4

Good Stewards
United in faith, we bring the Reign of the Sacred Heart to the world
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Extend your generosity beyond your Lifetime
 Jesus appeared to St. Margaret Mary 
between 1673 and 1675. Among the words 
spoken to her, she heard Jesus make several 
promises to those who would respond to the 
pleadings of His Heart and try to return His 
love. She wrote them down, and they have 
since been known as the Twelve Promises.

 These Twelve Promises are commitments 
to God to carry forth the devotion to His 
Sacred Heart. We can also make promises 
that are pledges and agreements based 
upon our talents and financial abilities to 
support the ministries we hold dear.

 Such promises mean everything. The 
Priests of the Sacred Heart relies on kind 
people like you to bring His love to people 
in need as pastors in urban and rural 
parishes, involved teachers, counselors, 
chaplaincies and social justice advocates.  

 As one of the largest Seminaries for 
Second Career Vocation in North America, 
the Priests of the Sacred Heart is committed 
to educating, ordaining and returning priests 
back to their dioceses to serve the church and 
its people. In all we do, for all we serve, we 
strive to bring the love of the Heart of Jesus.

 Joining in this mission has benefits for 
you, as well. An annuity gift that gives twice 
(once when you start your annuity, and 
again at your passing) gives you income 
while leaving the remainder to the good 
work of the Priests of the Sacred Heart. 

 The Priests of the Sacred Heart has offered 
charitable gift annuities for over 80 years 
and have never defaulted on a payment. 
Our rates, which range from 4.3% for a 
person 55 years of age to 9.5% for those 90 
and older, offer many of our loyal friends an 
attractive option compared to some other 
types of investments they might hold.

 In addition, you are eligible for a charitable 
deduction and partial tax-free income. All 

annuitants are enrolled 
in the Sacred Heart 
Auxiliary, which 
means you will 
share in the daily 
prayers, Masses 
and monthly 
novenas of the 
Priests of the 
Sacred Heart.

Hear what 
some of our 
friends say 
about the Sacred 
Heart Charitable 
Annuity Program …

 Having worked most of her life as a 
domestic housekeeper, Millie is still going 
strong at 85-years-young, caring for priests 
and others. “I want to help the poor, as I was 
once poor myself,” explains Millie. “The 
Sacred Heart Gift Annuity Program allows 
me to do this for them and for myself.”

 Dolores was elated how easy it was to make 
her gift and how happy she was when she 
began receiving her dividends immediately. 
“This is one of the best things I have ever done for 
myself!” explained Dolores. So happy with her 
own success, Dolores has recommended the 
program to many of her friends in the hopes 
they, too, can benefit from the program while 
assisting the Priests of the Sacred Heart.

 “My annuities are serviced in a most 
professional manner. A first-rate financial institution 
could not do a better job.”  — John, FL

 “I am a single lady, have no heirs, and a 
gift annuity guarantees income for me and 
helps someone in need.” — Grace, CT

If you would like to receive your free, no 
obligation illustration of benefits please 
contact Pam at 1-866-268-0157 or email 

her at pmilczarski@poshusa.org.
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Ending the year well can mean getting a head start 
on your year-end tax planning. Here are some useful 
approaches for year-end giving before the year ends.

• Age 70 ½ or older? Make a gift from your IRA.
• Selling securities? Consider planning to avoid 
 capital gains taxes.
• Do you have a Donor Advised Fund? Now is 
 a great time to make a grant to the Priests of 
 the Sacred Heart.
• In need of income? Ask us about the benefits 
 of a Sacred Heart Charitable Gift Annuity.

Avoid errors in your estate planning:
• Be certain you have designated beneficiaries 
 for all of your assets.
• Take advantage of making annual gifts. 
• Make sure to have a plan. 

For more information on  
these and other types of  
giving, contact Pam at  

1-866-268-0157 or email her  
at pmilczarski@poshusa.org.

Is it really October already?

OCTOBER
2021

The 12 Promises of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus

1. I will give them all the graces 
necessary for their state in life.

2. I will establish peace in their families.

3. I will console them in their difficulties.

4. I will be their secure refuge during 
life, and more especially, at the hour  
of death.

5. I will shower down abundant blessings 
on all their undertakings.

6. Sinners shall find in my Heart the 
source and infinite ocean of mercy.

7. Lukewarm souls will become fervent.

8. Fervent souls will rise speedily to 
great perfection.

9. I will bless every place in which the 
picture of my Sacred Heart shall be 
exposed and honored.

10. I will give priests the power of 
touching the most hardened hearts.

11. Those who spread this devotion will 
have their names written in my Heart 
and they will never be effaced.

12. I promise in the excessive mercy of 
my Heart that my all-powerful love will 
grant to all those who receive communion 
on the First Friday in nine consecutive 
months the grace of final penitence; 
they shall not die in my displeasure nor 
without receiving the Sacraments; my 
Divine Heart shall be their safe refuge in 
the last moment.

Blessings on the Road
 Fr. Dominic 
and Pam were 
recently in Maine 
visiting with 
benefactors, 
offering blessings 
at outdoor 
markets and 
parks and 
celebrating Mass 
with shut-ins.

 Upon arrival 
to Maine, they 
were welcomed 
(literally) to 
Mary’s home, 
with a 30-foot, 
hand-painted 
welcome sign.



 You may remember in February 2021, Texas 
experienced a stretch of dangerously cold 
temperatures, freezing ice and snowstorms 
with Storm Uri. Many homes and businesses 
had no power, heat or water for days due to the 
abnormal winter weather patterns.

 Our Lady of Guadalupe parish, which is 
staffed by SCJ’s through the Priests of the Sacred 
Heart, was one of these places affected — quite 
severely, in fact. Escuelita, the parish’s school  
for Pre-K, 3 and 4, suffered significant damage 
after pipes burst and the ceiling collapsed. 
Water ruined teaching equipment, desks and 
school supplies and left insulation, sheetrock 
and electrical wires hanging from the ceiling in 
the classrooms. The heartbreaking scene put a 
stop to classroom learning. 

 During what was a very difficult time, we 
turned to friends like you and the generosity  
of others. Together, you helped raise $25,000  
for the needed repairs … and now just look at 
the difference it made! Teachers and students 
are returning to their classrooms safely, because 
of you. 
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Thank you from Houston

the way.” 

 Margaret learned about the Sacred Heart 
Charitable Gift Annuity Program and discovered 
not only could she support the work of the Priests 
of the Sacred Heart but also subsidize her income 
with the great rate of return they offered. Margaret 
was able to put some money together and invested 
it in a Sacred Heart Charitable Gift Annuity. 

 “Everything just seemed to fall into place,” she said.

 All annuitants are enrolled in the Sacred Heart 
Auxiliary, which means they will share in the 
daily prayers, Masses and monthly novenas of the 
Priests of the Sacred Heart. In addition, deceased 
annuitants are remembered annually during special 
Masses in November.

 For more information about a Sacred Heart 
Charitable Gift Annuity, please contact Pam at 
1-866-268-0157 or email her at  
pmilczarski@poshusa.org. 

Continued from page 1

It’s incredible what happens 
when generous people around the 

world come together. Now the 
children will be able to continue 

their studies. Their hearts — and 
ours — are so full. Thank you! 
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